BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGENDA

December 7, 2009
8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia called the meeting to order 8:00 p.m.  Councilmembers Bader, Camella, Glaser, and Rosenblatt.  Councilmembers Hoffman and Howley were absent.  Attorney Madaio, Administrator Sandve and Borough Clerk Sciara were also present.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia. 

APPOINTMENT.

(Mayor)     I appoint Michael Dell A’quilla, 55 Brookview Drive, Woodcliff Lake, NJ as a member of the Woodcliff Lake Junior Volunteer Fire Department.

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Glaser

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Rosenblatt
Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley
APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a meeting of the Mayor and Council on November 16, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented. 


These minutes were pulled by the Mayor LaPaglia
RESOLVED, that the Minutes of an executive closed session meeting of the Mayor and Council on November 16, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented but not release to the public at this time.  


These minutes were pulled by Mr. Bader
PRESENTATION.
Proclamation to Natalie Effron from Mayor LaPaglia
WHEREAS,  Natalie Effron and her husband Harold have lived in Woodcliff Lake for 55 years having been married in June 1955 and buying their first home in Woodcliff Lake in September of the same year; and

WHEREAS, the Effron’s have three daughters, Robin Malley, a Vice President in Real Estate for Rio Vista, Denise Hayes, the owner of Haworth Pharmacy and Melissa Keenan, whose husband is President of the Cleveland Browns football team; and

WHEREAS, Harold Effron served in the Woodcliff Lake and Park Ridge Fire Departments for many years and is currently an honorary member of the both departments; and

WHEREAS, before the Woodcliff Lake Fire Department had a Women’s Auxiliary, Natalie and Harold would selflessly provide refreshments, food and comfort to the firefighters of Park Ridge and Woodcliff Lake during significant fires; and

WHEREAS, Natalie was appointed to the Zoning Board of Adjustment in 1984, the first woman in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake to be appointed to any Board and served continuously through November 2009; and

WHEREAS, Natalie was appointed chairperson of the Zoning Board of Adjustment from February 27, 1996 to December 31, 2000; and


WHEREAS, after 25 years of dedicated service, Natalie has decided to take her husband Harold to Venice, Florida to see if they are ready to retire.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of Woodcliff Lake wish Natalie and Harold Effron much happiness in this new chapter of their lives.

MAYOR’S REPORT
Police salary negotiations are still continuing.  The current contract expires on December 31, 2009.  The Borough is moving ahead on the school PVRHS referendum and hopefully we can make some progress on that. 

We are moving ahead preliminarily on 2010 budget.  The forms have gone out to various department heads.  We are facing a very tight budget situation for 2010 and there a number of large expenses that have gone up quite significantly and do not have much control.   State health insurance costs will rise 21%, our police pension is up 20%, and the State did not receive the $37,000 for the December payment.  We need to try and work our way around cash flow.  The Borough will experience very little in tax rateable growth in 2010.  All in all, the 2010 budget is shaping up to be a very challenging year for Woodcliff Lake and for the majority of towns in the State of NJ.  

 ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Budget Worksheets have been distributed to department heads/secretaries for the preliminary 2010 budget for 2010.  These worksheets are due back to the Administrator at the end of December.  
ENGINEER’S REPORT

1. Intersection Improvements at Woodcliff Avenue and Werimus Road
A plan containing the County’s comments of the July 8, 2009 meeting was redrafted by Boswell Engineering and submitted to the Borough’s Traffic Consultant and Borough Administrator for comment and distribution to Mayor and Council on August 3, 2009).  The Traffic Consultant’s comments were transmitted to the County for review/comment.  Boswell is awaiting comments from the County.  The Borough Administrator and Boswell will be scheduling a meeting with the resident at the intersection of Werimus Road and Woodcliff Avenue to discuss possible driveway modifications in order to accommodate this project. 
2. Intersection Improvements at Kinderkamack Road and Prospect Avenue

The County Engineer’s Office is still reviewing the concept plan based on the reduced traffic counts on record with the county to determine if dedicated left turn lanes are really required.  Last discussion with the County is that they have performed another site visit and are in the process of drafting another concept plan.

OLD BUSINESS.

Attorney Madaio and Mr. Madaio drafted a new driveway ordinance which will be sent to our Planner Donna Holmavist and Code Official Nick Saluzzi.  Any comments need to be made before January 18, 2010 which is when the revised Ordinance will be introduced.   

Mr. Glaser stated that there was miscommunication between the Finance Committee and administration on the reimbursement policy for travel to the League of Municipalities.    The Committee thought reimbursement would be for $50.00 per day plus mileage at 40 cents per mile not just $50.00 per day.   All agreed that the change will be retroactive to November 1, 2009 for all eligible attendees. 
 

Mr. Rosenblatt commented that many towns did not send any employees/councilmembers to the League of Municipalities this year due to budgetary concerns.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that he paid for his own hotel expenses and will not seek any reimbursement from the Borough.  Mr. Rosenblatt asked, “Isn't that enough for the Mayor and Council?”  He feels there should not be any reimbursement to the Council. Mr. Bader stated that the Borough paid for his hotel room but that he would not turn in any receipts for reimbursement.  Mr. Bader stated that, “He will not count  anyone else’s money”.  Mr. Bader also stated that he attended the JIF seminar at the convention which reimbursed the Borough $250.00 for each attendee.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that the Borough reduced number of people to attending the League and put a cap on reimbursement in light of budgetary concerns.  He does not feel reimbursement of $50.00 per day plus mileage is exorbitant.  Mr. Camella stated that these changes make logical sense.  Mr. Roenblatt is opposed.   

NEW BUSINESS.
Mr. Plechner, __________ asked for an appeal for a decision for Shade Tree Committee.  His letter to the Council was fairly clear.  Mr. Plechner hired two tree experts and they have all come to the conclusion there are 6 heritage trees that need are dangerous and need to be removed. Our Ordinance will only allow 4 trees to be removed.   Administrator Sandve respects Ed Levy's opinion that only 4 can be removed; however, the winter weather will make these trees more dangerous.  
Mr. Bader commented about a memo sent to the Police about the Church Road remediation.  Mr. Bader asked if the Council ever decided that if the County proceeds with signalization of Broadway, will we go ahead with the realignment also.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that this project is a 2010 matter and will be a 2011 repair.    If the County does go ahead with their plans for signalization at Broadway, the Borough will discuss the possibility of realignment also.  This project will close the road for a significant amount of time. 
PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 
Kevin O’Brien, 227 Pascack Road thanked the police for their unknown vehicles parking on Carriage Lane.  JB if you see something that looks out of place, do not hesitate to call police.  

Bob Nathin, 27 Hunter Ridge commented on the state of the roads after work done by Cablevision and Verizon.  Fillings with dressing should be done by this Wednesday. All agreed that the roads have to be repaved and that Woodcliff Lake should not be responsible.    

 
Attorney Madaio stated that Mr. Plechner’s thorough letter to the Council with backup adequately addresses his concerns.  Attorney Madaio stated that the Shade Tree Committee must be notified and must also be present at a meeting before any opinion can be made.  Mr. Plechner was told that he could remove four (4) trees immediately.  Mr. Plechner stated that he is not a tree expert and should not be the one to decide which trees are the most dangerous.  This issue will be put on the Sine Die Agenda at the January 4, 2010 meeting.  

Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.

None
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Mr. Glaser, second by Mr. Bader.
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Glaser

Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley

Resolution to Authorize Entering into Executive Closed Session 


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, the public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:  Property Acquisition; and


WHEREAS, this session is anticipated to last approximately ½ hour; and


WHEREAS, these Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the aforementioned no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this portion of the meeting. 

Attorney Madaio advised the public that Mayor and Council would reconvene into open session only for the purpose of adjournment.  

ADJOURNMENT.

Motion to reopen the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second Mr. Rosenblatt.

Hearing no comments from the public, motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time is ________.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________________

LoriSciara, RMC
Borough Clerk

Payroll.
 



(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 11/30/09


$     177,843.37


Additional Payroll – Fire Dept.  

$       40,378.05
  


CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund


$  
1,020,067.40


Capital



$                 2,645.00
                   


Animal Fund



$                    700.00  

	2009 Budget Transfers for December 7, 2009 Meeting  

(Consent Agenda - 3)
	
	

	
WHEREAS, balances exist in certain 2009 appropriation accounts, and other 2009 appropriation accounts appear to be insufficient to meet the Borough’s needs;


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	DEPARTMENT
	ACCOUNT NUMBER
	       FROM
	TO
	

	
	
	
	
	

	GROUP INSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES
	9-01-23-220-020
	5,000.00
	
	

	GASOLINE
	9-01-31-460-020
	7,000.00
	
	

	ADMINISTRATION - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-20-100-011
	  
	12,000.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICIAL - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-22-195-053
	2,000.00
	 
	

	LIABILITY INSURANCE
	9-01-23-210-020
	4,000.00
	
	

	MUNICIPAL CLERK- OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-20-120-042
	1,000.00
	
	

	CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICIAL - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-22-195-012
	
	7,000.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-28-370-147
	8,000.00
	
	

	PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-28-370-013
	
	8,000.00
	

	 
	 
	
	 
	

	TELEPHONE
	9-01-31-440-020
	3,000.00
	 
	

	BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-26-310-029
	 
	3,000.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	SEWER - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-31-455-011
	2,000.00
	
	

	SEWER -OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-31-455-058
	
	2,000.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	MUNICIPAL CLERK- OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-20-120-042
	100.00
	
	

	PUBLIC ASSISTANCE - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-27-345-045
	
	100.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	32,100.00
	32,100.00
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	 
	 
	


Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation – Chapter 159 – NJSA 40A:4-87 – Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office Forfeiture Funds 

(Consent Agenda - 4)











WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake in the County of Bergen, New Jersey hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget year 2009 in the sum of $625.00 from the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office Forfeiture funds. (9-01-10-704-000)


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $625.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption of Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office Forfeiture funds.  (9-01-41-790-099)   
Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation – Chapter 159 – NJSA 40A:4-87 – Recycling Tonnage Grant 

               (Consent Agenda - 5)











WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake in the County of Bergen, New Jersey hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget year 2009 in the sum of $23,678.28 from the 2007 Recycling Tonnage Grant.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $23,678.28 is hereby appropriated under the caption of Recycling Tonnage Grant. 

Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance
(Consent Agenda - 6)

WHEREAS, A request has been made for the release of the escrow balances with respect to the following in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake:

Lilly Properties


                                                Stratford Court




             Bond Release

                                                    $12,000.00
WHEREAS, the Borough Construction Official has confirmed that all is satisfactory and has recommended that the escrow balances be released;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the above, the Mayor and Council does hereby authorize the release of the escrow balances in the amount of $12,000.00 in connection with the aforementioned.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SHARED AGREEMENT FOR SHARING PROFESSIONAL STAFF IN CASE OF AN H1N1 FLU STAFFING SHORTAGE
(Consent Agenda – 7)

WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and its nine (9) sister communities in the Pascack Valley are committed to exploring ways to share services and will save the taxpayers money while improving  and continuing the services delivered; and


WHEREAS, on November 5, 2009 the Pascack Vally Administrators met to discuss and agreed on a proactive approach to deal with possibility of diminished staffing levels due to the H1N1Flu; and


WHEREAS, a joint solution for staffing various municipal services has been identified through sharing personnel from neighboring communities; and


WHEREAS, Borough Administrators are best positioned to determine the appropriate deployment of personnel and the associated labor contracts to assist sister communities; and


WHEREAS, the Pascack Valley Administrators have established a sub-committee of Administrators from Oradell, Westwood and Old Tappan to develop a contingency plan that will assist all participating communities; and


WHEREAS, each municipality in the Pascack Valley will be asked to pass a Resolution in favor of this concept.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake supports the shared services H1N1 FLU CONTINGENCY STAFFING PLAN effort now being prepared; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to all communities in the Pascack Valley.  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT OF SERVICES BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE AND TYCO ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICE    (Consent Agenda – 8)


WHEREAS, the Borough is need of a licensed animal control officer to provide services to the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal of services from Tyco Animal Control Service, 1 Stout Lane, Ho Ho Kus, New Jersey  in the amount of $8,520.00 per year to be monthly installments, effective January 1, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the funds are available for this contract.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of Woodcliff Lake authorize the acceptance of the contract of services between the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and Tyco Animal Control Service.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JG to close, PC second.  
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